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days' delay had been caused owing to Sherif Feisal
being unable to procure twenty camels.
Feisal was struck by this argument, and imme-
diately purchased twenty camels from my old friend
Auda abu Tai, who had got as far as Aba'l Lissan
during these twenty days, in preparation, I suppose,
for his attack on Jurf. The next difficulty was that
no saddles could be found, but I managed to borrow
them from Peake's detachment, which happened
that day to be at Aba'l Lissan. I also got Joyce to
agree that Peake and Hornby, who had just come
in from a demolition south of Maan, should join
us at Udhreh.
Next morning I saw Auda's twenty camels
loaded with the hundred saddles, which were to be
distributed among other camels waiting for them at
Waheida, and sent them off. Then I saw Peake
and Hornby start, and after them again I myself
started in the Ford car, delighted to think that this
time, at least, I had left nothing behind. After
passing Peake and Hornby, who gave me a cheery
wave, I caught up the twenty camels, which
promptly took fright, never having seen a car
before, and lumbered away to all points of the com-
pass, their loads falling off in every direction. I
had to send horsemen back from Waheida to salve
the wreckage, and it was midnight before they
succeeding in collecting fourteen camels and eighty-
saddles, which JaTar said would be enough. As
it was then too late to collect the company of in-
fantry, I arranged for a start at dawn and settled
down in JaTar's tent for the night.
When Ja'far woke up at about seven I told him
that the company had not yet started. After asking
God to curse their fathers two or three times, he